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The 1982 Hymnal, referred to as Hymnal and Lift Every Voice and Sing II, referred to as LEVAS are 

found in your pew. WLP designates the music comes from the publication Wonder, Love and Praise. If 

BCP appears, that is a reference to the red Book of Common Prayer, also found in your pew. 

 

           Opening Proclamation 

 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 

all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 

unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and 

the Prophets. 

  

INTROIT                                                        Song for Love                                              Ar Hyd Y Nos                          

                                                                             

OPENING HYMN                               Christ for the World We Sing                                   Hymnal 537 

 

A LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

The Priest says. 

 

Celebrant          Blessed be the one, holy and living God.  

People              Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen 

 

The Priest says. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The following is sung, all standing. 

 

Canticle 13, A Song of Praise: Benedictus es, Domine                                                    Hymnal S-236 

          

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.  Glory to you, 

seated between the Cherubim, we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider: God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Presider: Let us pray.  
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Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the 

works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the 

confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

THE LESSONS 

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31 

Reader: A reading from the Book of Genesis 

The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and 

crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 

everything that he had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the 

man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob's hip was 

put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, "Let me go, for the day is breaking." But 

Jacob said, "I will not let you go, unless you bless me." So he said to him, "What is your name?" 

And he said, "Jacob." Then the man said, "You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 

have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed." Then Jacob asked him, "Please tell 

me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And there he blessed him. So Jacob 

called the place Peniel, saying, "For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved." The 

sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 121 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 

from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 

and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 

shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

5 The LORD himself watches over you; * 

the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 

nor the moon by night. 

7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 

it is he who shall keep you safe. 
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8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 

from this time forth for evermore. 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

 

Reader: A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to Timothy 

 

As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you 

learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct 

you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who 

belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view 

of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent 

whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost 

patience in teaching. For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, 

but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 

and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. As for you, always be 

sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Please stand. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN                               What a Friend We Have in Jesus                                  LEVAS 109 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8 

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He said, "In a 

certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a 

widow who kept coming to him and saying, `Grant me justice against my opponent.' For a while he 

refused; but later he said to himself, ̀ Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because 

this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually 

coming.'" And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his 

chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly 

grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 



 

 
 

TRANSITION SONG                  In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful                                     by Taizé 

 

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, In the Lord I will rejoice. 

Look to God, do not be afraid, Lift up your voices, the Lord is near; 

Lift up your voices the Lord is near. 

 

THE SERMON                                        The Reverend Dr. Jennie C. Olbrych 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  

 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 

the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 

life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS (adopted from the New Zealand Book of Common Prayer p.413) 

 

Intercessor: Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of your Son. 

Therefore, in confidence and trust we pray for the Church: Father, enliven the Church for its mission.  

People: That we may be the salt of the earth and light to the world. 

 

Intercessor: Breathe fresh life into your people. People: Give us the power to reveal Christ in word and 

action. 

 

Intercessor: We pray for the world: Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and 

peace.  People: That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 

 

Intercessor: Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 

People: Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 

 

Intercessor: We pray for the community: God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions 

affect the lives of others.   People: That all act with integrity and courage. 

 



 

 
 

Intercessor: Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours and for those in need. God of hope and 

comfort, restore all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We invite your personal intercessions at this time, 

either aloud or in your heart. 

After a pause, the Intercessor will offer specific prayers for this week, ending…  

 

Intercessor: Lord, hear our prayer.   

People: May they know the power of your healing love. 

 

Intercessor: Almighty God, whose blessed Son came not to be served but to serve, bless all who following 

in his steps live a life of service to others. Those who dedicate themselves in every season of life, in 

youth and advancing age, to service of nation and every human being, striving for justice, peace and 

equality for all people in their daily lives. By the power of your Holy Spirit, grant all who serve, wisdom, 

patience and courage, that they may minster in the name of Christ to the suffering, the friendless, and the 

needy; for the love of him who laid down his life for us.  

People: For it is in giving that we receive.  

 

Intercessor: Make us willing agents of your compassion. 

People: Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 

 

Intercessor: We remember those who have died and those who mourn: We remember with thanksgiving 

those who have died in the faith of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone. Give comfort to 

those who mourn. 

People: Father, into your hands we commend them. 

 

Intercessor: Lord, you have called us to serve you. 

People: Grant that we may walk in your presence; your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, 

your strength in our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our homecoming and 

the welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.  

Confession and Absolution  

Presider: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake 

of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. All: Amen. 

THE PEACE 

  

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

  



 

 
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord saying, 

“Peace be with you.” 

 

SONG                               Surely the Presence of the Lord is In This Place                            Sung by all. 

 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

I can feel God's mighty power and God's grace. 

I can hear the brush of angel's wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

THE OFFERTORY 

The Priest offers an Offertory Sentence. 

 

OFFERTORY                                       Gracious Spirit, Dwell in Me                                   K. Lee Scott 

                                                          

HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION                                                Sung to the tune of Hymnal #400 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise him, all creatures here below;   

Praise him above, ye heavenly host:   

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:          Enriching Our Worship            Prayer 2 

The People remain standing. 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

Celebrant: We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before 

time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: 

sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.  

You made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 

wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again 

you called us to live in the fullness of your love.  

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting 

our voices to magnify you as we sing:  



 

 
 

SANCTUS                                       Grayson Warren Brown                         LEVAS 255 

 

The Celebrant continues.  

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and 

to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might 

conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with 

outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the 

world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete 

upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, 

broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was 

and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.   Pour 

out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the 

whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  

In the fullness of time bring us, with our patron St. Mark and all your saints, from every tribe and language 

and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 

praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

People and Celebrant sing: 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors . And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Fraction Anthem: Let Us Break Bread Together                                                                       LEVAS 152   

                              

INVITATION 

  Celebrant The Body and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; Behold Who You Are; Become 

What You Receive. 

 

MUSIC AT COMMUNION  

                                                           Come Ye Disconsolate, Where’er Ye Languish               LEVAS 147 

                                                                                   Sweet Hour of Prayer                                LEVAS 178 

 After Communion, the Celebrant says.     Let us pray. (All pray) 

 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with 

Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now 

send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 

continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 

THE BLESSING 

 

PROCESSIONAL                                       Precious Lord, Take My Hand                              LEVAS 106               

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                          Thank You, Lord                                                   Sung by all. 

 

Thank You, Lord (x’s 3) I just want to thank you Lord. 

You’ve Been So Good (x’s 3) I just want to thank you Lord. 

You’ve Been My Friend (x’s 3) I just want to thank you Lord. 

 

       The worship is over. Now the service begins. 
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    The Altar Flowers are given by the 

 Douglas Family to celebrate Yvette’s birthday. 

 

 
 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

 
The Very Reverend Dr. Michael Shaffer, Rector, Presiding 

                       The Reverend Dr. Jennie C. Olbrych, Celebrating and Preaching 

Lerone Johnson, Crucifer, Eucharistic Minister 

Ellen Hardin, Lector 

Gin Waters, Yvette Douglas, Jean Turner, Altar Guild 

Suzanne Hieserman, Flowers 

Ellen Hardin, Marj Kenney-Williams, Ushers 

 

St. Mark’s Giving Online 

 

Make financial contributions to St. Mark’s Church via Zelle. Zelle payments are initiated by the sender in their 

individual banking platform or website. The St. Mark’s Zelle payment address is office@saintmarkschurch.com. 

Contributions can also be made through Tithe’ly, by accessing the below QR code.  

 

 
 

 

mailto:office@saintmarkschurch.com
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Three Churches United presents: 

A Conversation with Kevin Sack 
 

Mother Emanuel: 
Two Centuries of Race, Resistance, and 

Forgiveness in One Charleston Church 
 

 
 

  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

  16 Thomas Street 

  Charleston, South Carolina 29403 
 

Thursday, October 23, 2025 – 6:00 PM 

Free of Charge! 
 

Parking is available at Ashley Hall School parking lot, located at the corner of Warren and Smith Streets, only one 

block from St. Mark’s Church. 
 

New York Times and Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Kevin Sack will discuss his national bestselling book 

Mother Emanuel, a comprehensive history of one of the nation’s most important African American churches and 

the grace that came amidst the tragedy of the shootings that took the lives of the church’s charismatic pastor and 

eight other worshippers on June 17, 2015. At its core, Mother Emanuel is an epic tale of perseverance, not just of a 

congregation, but of a people who withstood enslavement and Jim Crow and all manner of violence with an 

unbending faith.  

 

Buxton Books will be selling copies of Mother Emanuel: Two Centuries of Race, Resistance, and Forgiveness in 

One Charleston Church which will be autographed by Mr. Sack upon request.   
 

 
St. Stephen’s, Calvary and St. Mark’s Episcopal Churches 

 


